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- BBCRETARY BROWN 3NHOUHCBB $1S HILLIOH IN.
DIB&BTER ASBIBTAHGB POR GULF OF quICO FISﬂBRIBB

o The Commerce. Department is award:ng $15 million in relief
 ass1stance to commerc1a1 flshermen in the Gulf of st;oo who havoﬁ ;

\

_sustained heavy uninsured losses due to ecosystem changes |

' -resulting from. major flooding.h_,ﬁf,,' -{fjfﬁ-;

co  Commerce Secretary Ronald H. Brown will uge’ his 1eqisls;1va
‘ﬁ,authority ‘to provide relief funds to ‘businesses ‘deperident on. ;. - ,
‘.. Gulf fisheries that have suffered severe: soonomio Josses.) " The R
' funds, issued through thé National Oceanic. and: Atmospberi_' u-ﬂs«.i‘“
-Administration’s Offite of Sustainable Developmant, are - A
designated for programs that address hoth tishe:y resourc,,and

human factors. C . . a

. "The 011nton admxnxstration has consistently demonstratsd

“its commitment to the sustainable development of commercial
fisheries, " Brown. sa;d.w‘ﬂroday's disaster assistance. 5okaqe

~also demonstrates our understanding that healthy stocks ‘are a

source of. livelinhood and a way of life -in fishing communitios _ i
around the country, and around the world. The threat\to thsss A
fisheries is a threat to these communities. ' , . o

— “We have already taken serxous manaqement actions in the
Gulf to address the concerns both .of the. tishinq families ‘and
. about -the resource, but we must do more,® said NOAA Admi @stratorfg L
'D. James Baker. "By.working with local and ‘state oftickals as
- well as the congressional delegation, I am. hopetul we: can dssign
a. program to effectively address these concerns. ' :
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_ The problems fac;ng the flsherxes in the: Gulf stem from the "
‘Mississippi floods over the past few years that resulted in large
deposits of debris in the Gulf of Mexico, oreatlng underwater .
cbstructions that negatively impact commercial fishing )
operations. In addition, large amounts.of fresh water runoff
from the flooded Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers into Gulf -
waters changed the nature of the ecosystem and created a “dead

zone.

The dead zone refers to the extensive and severe areas of
low oxygen (hypoxic) conditions in which finfish, shrimp, and
-many other forms of marine life cannot survive. Current rssearchg
. estimates that the dead zone now covers approximately 18,200
" square Km in the Gulf, the lsrqest suoh zone measured in the past-

ten years.

Studzes found extensxve areas where scient;sts were unable '
to document any living organisms.: The effect of’ persxstxng,
extensive areas of low oxygen on bottom dwelling. fxshery ' :
resources are obvzous since lxttle more than baoterxa may survive

there.v. S , < o : S

. Qver: the next few weeks, NOAA 8 Ottice of Sustaxnable
- Development will work to bring together naticnal, state and looal.“
~officials to discuss the best: possible solution to the problems -
faoing the Gulf fzsheries.,ﬁhf‘ : ‘

The $15 million for the’ Gulf states s part of a larger $53

;mxlllon ‘disaster ‘asgistance program initiated by: Secretary Brown 4t)f
. in response +t0 the national orisis in rxsherxes in the Northeast,;ré
. Northwest and Gulf states.:‘--' L A R . P

. “We 1ntend to work very closely with all Lnterested parties
in the Gulf states to ensure that appropriate remedies are o7
‘tound,ﬂ saxd Brown,-\ ‘ N o

Under sectzon Josgd) ‘of the Interjurisd;ctxonal Fisher;es

. Act, commercial fishermen:who have- ‘Surfered uninsured losses will
be elxgible for financial. assistance under progranms to be - .

developed in cooperat;on thh thezr state government agencxes. .
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BBCRETJ\RY BROWN ANHOUNCEB 53 KILDZON IN DIBABTER
ASBIB’I‘ANCE POR ﬂORTKBAB'l'; NORTEWEST mm GUL? PIGRBRIES

The Commerce Department will prov:.de $53 mzll;on in d;saster
'asslstance to help commerclal flshermen and small fishery—.
dependent buslnesses followan the collapse of fxshery resources

in the Northeast,'ﬁorthwest and Gulf states.;j

Cl COmmerca Secretaty Ronald H. Broun will use his l_qirlative
authqrity to ‘praovide the: relief’ funds, extending to the:No 3
- and Gulf of Mexico a digaster:relief program znitiateg“- i
-in the Pacific Northwest.' Last year's program was in‘resbonse to DI
_the’ unprecedented low numbers of Pacxfic salmon stocks 1n the‘-:”m S
regxon.~ : S e SR TR AR

"The clxnton admxnxstrat;on has consxstently demcnstrated
its commitment to the sustainable development: of commer01a1

- fisheries," Brown said. ."Today’s disaster assistance. package
alsoc -demonstrates our understandxng that healthy stocks - are a- =;";;fj;

' source of livelihood'and a way of life in fishing communities’ T ¢
around the ‘country, and around the world. . The threat to these
rfzsherzes is a threat to these communities w - :

, :
o The funds, issued throuqh the Nat;onal Oceanxc and
: Atmospheric Administration’s Office- of Sustainable Development ,
7 are designated for programs that address both f;shery resoutce T,
"’f;and human tactors..i S R ._‘_,_ AR . S

L '"Ne have already taken serlous management actions S
three regions to address thé concerns of -the resource: andthe
- fishing families, but we ‘must.do more,% said NOAA' Adwinistratog
« . D, ‘James- Baker.=v'2xttaotdznary measures. areMcalled for, béth in
oA . how-we manage ‘these valuab1e~resources and 1n how we respOnd-to
' V‘needs of our fishing families._'.' _ . :



http:extendJ.ng
http:authq,rJ.ty
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-'résources, which has ‘caused substantxal 19555t0_5ma113£ishin TR
‘businesses. and. dependent .cgoastal" ¢ommunit;ee In:

:falready depletedjr

_ S (2)
In the Northeast, the qroundflsh stocks that had long

Al

sustained- a ‘healthy commercial fishezy have - dlsappeared. The
- assistance program includes $25 million for the xmplementatxon of
‘a vessel/permit buyout pregtam that retxres fxshlng vessels and

~ buys back existing permxts. L St s

In the Northwest $13 mllllon in emergency assxstance w;ll be
released to the states of Washington, Oregon and California as a
result of the contxnulnq disaster due to the effects of El Nifia
and years of drought on the salmon fisheries. These funds will .
augment the three-state Northwest Energency -Assistance Plan

. - .anncunced last year, which includes a vessel/permit buyout ,
l-proqram -and’ habxtat restoratxon and data collection Jobs program.; 5

In the culf of. Mexxcc, the: commerclal fxsh;ng 1ndustry will

‘ récelve $15: m;ll;on in emergency - ass;stance to compensate for h
- equipment lost or damaged by uncharted seabad obstructions caused
by major flooding over the past two years -and ather natural .“ L

forces. o ‘ S : Co

All of these situat;ons involve serzous harm to fishery;; ;jyf

situations, adverse envirorimental eanditi
isheries_r“sources¢

'r'“We intend to work- very closely with:-all ‘intérested partzes
in the three'regions to ensure.that apprepriate.remedies are: S
applled to the different circumstances,“ said Brown. "u—ﬁ.,:

Under section 308(d) of the Intet;urasdictiOnal F;sherzes t“"‘{’

',Aci commercial fishermen who have: ‘suffered uninsured 1osses will ;;:Tf;
be eligible for financial assistance under. prograns -to:be . s
 deve1oped in cooperatzon with thexr state qovernmentﬁaQencies
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